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Water Safety New Zealand Elected to Australian 
Council for Teaching Swimming and Water Safety  

Water Safety New Zealand (WSNZ) has been elected as a member of The Australian 

Council for of Teaching Swimming and Water Safety (AUSTSWIM).  This appointment is 

significant as, while AUSTSWIM works in partnership with a number of international 

countries in the provision of AUSTSWIM teacher™ training, it is the first time an organisation 

outside of Australia has been elected to the Council.  

 

AUSTSWIM has for over 30 years been the lead agency for the training of Teachers of 

Swimming and Water Safety in Australia.  WSNZ is responsible for water safety education in 

New Zealand and has commenced implementation of the AUSTSWIM accredited training 

and licensing pathway into New Zealand. 

 

This is an important step forward for the water safety sector in New Zealand.  AUSTSWIM 

train and licence over 10,000 teachers every year and produce the highest quality teaching 

materials, currently in use all over the world. 

 

WSNZ General Manager, Matt Claridge, comments: “Being a part of the AUSTSWIM Council 

will directly benefit the swim and survive sector in New Zealand.  Instructors will have the 

opportunity to receive high quality training, as well as qualifications recognised across the 

globe. 

 

“Through our national Sealord Swim For Life initiative WSNZ is working to ensure every New 

Zealand child has the opportunity to learn swim and survival skills.  WSNZ acknowledges the 

vital role learn to swim and water safety instructors have in providing opportunities for 

children to develop the necessary skills, and we will continue to work with the industry in 

New Zealand to constantly improve the skill base and ensure the quality of service they 

deliver is world class.” 
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The AUSTSWIM Council has representation from the following organisations; 

 Royal Life Saving Society of Australia; 

 Surf Life Saving Australia; 

 YMCA Australia; 

 Australian Leisure Facilities Association; 

 Swimming Australia; 

 Member representative from each State or Territory Advisory Committee. 

 

AUSTSWIM CEO, Gordon Mallet, explains: “Water Safety New Zealand’s membership of 

AUSTSWIM was adopted unanimously and with enthusiasm. Benefits will flow on both sides 

of the Tasman. Quality, consistently trained Teachers of Swimming and Water Safety are the 

cornerstones of safer children. The combined expert input into this vital area from the 

aquatic industry in both countries will deliver better courses and resources and ultimately 

better teachers of swimming and water safety. Portability of this important qualification will 

also broaden employment opportunities.” 

 

For more information on AUSTSWIM accredited training and licensing in New Zealand visit 

www.watersafety.org.nz 

Ends… 

 

For more information or interview contact:  
Matt Claridge 
WSNZ General Manager 
Phone: (04) 801 9600 
Mobile: (027) 478 1836 
Email: matt@watersafety.org.nz 
 
 
Gordon Mallett 
AUSTSWIM CEO 
Phone: +61 3 9562 7900 
Mobile: +61 419 357 065 
Email: ceo@austswim.com.au  
 
WATER SAFETY NEW ZEALAND  
 
Formed in 1949, WSNZ is the national organisation responsible for water safety education in 
New Zealand. 
 
WSNZ manages drowning prevention and water safety in communities through 
education.  WSNZ administers proven, proactive and preventative education interventions. 
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WSNZ leads the Learn to Swim and Survive sector in New Zealand.  The Sealord Swim For 
Life initiative is WSNZ’s major project.  WSNZ seeks to address a dramatic decline in 
swimming ability of our youth. Sealord Swim For Life is a comprehensive national project 
established to: 
 

 Provide all children with access to the water; 
 Facilitate the delivery of quality swim and survive programmes in primary schools; 
 Provide the foundations for the development of a culture that produces generations 

of New Zealand families that are water safe. 
 
For more information go to www.sealordswimforlife.org.nz  
 

AUSTSWIM 

AUSTSWIM is the Australian Council for the Teaching of Swimming and Water Safety. It has 
industry representation in each state and territory of Australia. AUSTSWIM is a non-profit 
organisation. AUSTSWIM was established in 1979.  

AUSTSWIM’s vision is: Every Australian will be taught to swim by an accredited AUSTSWIM 
teacher™, enabling them to safely enjoy aquatic environments and activities. 

AUSTSWIM was formed as a result of national and state based aquatics organisations 
identifying the need to have a national body to oversee the training and accreditation of 
swimming and water safety teachers. 
  
 

 


