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Water Safety New Zealand (WSNZ) is
an incorporated charitable society with
a focus on the water safety education needs
of the community.

Vision
Everyone in New Zealand will have the
water safe skills and behaviours necessary
to use and enjoy the water.

Mission
Through water safety education,
prevent injury and drowning.
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Educating In, On and Under the Water



HOW MANY PEOPLE DROWNED IN 20087

96 PEOPLE DROWNED IN NEW ZEALAND
IN 2008

This is 14 fewer drownings than 2007 (110).
The five year average (2003 — 2007) is 114 deaths per annum.
This is the second lowest drowning toll on record.
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The map indicates the number
; of drownings in each region.




DROWNBASE™

All drowning incidents in New Zealand are recorded in DrownBase™,
recognised internationally as a leading, fully integrated drowning database.
All drowning data is provisional.

DrownBase™ records all drownings in New Zealand since 1980.

2008 drowning data is compared against the five year average,
2003 - 2007.

WHERE ARE PEOPLE DROWNING?
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Figure 1. Drowning Deaths by Environment.

Rivers (including creeks and streams) continue to be the most dangerous
environment, with 37 drowning fatalities in 2008. This is a 6% increase
in the number of drownings in rivers from the five year average.

Beach drownings decreased by 41% in 2008, from the five year average.

There were no drownings in the domestic environment (baths, buckets)
in 2008. This is a significant decrease from the five year average of six.



WHAT ACTIVITIES WERE PEOPLE
UNDERTAKING PRIOR TO DROWNING?

When recording and analysing data with regards to ‘activity’ at the time
of death, Water Safety New Zealand classifies drowning incidents into
one of three categories — recreational, non recreational and other activity.

Recreational activities are those where the person intended to be in the
water for recreational purposes e.g. fishing, sailing, swimming and diving.

Non recreational is where the person had no intention of being in the
water for recreational purposes e.g. immersion incidents and occupation
related drownings.

Other activity includes suicide, homicide and road vehicle incidents.
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Figure 2. Drowning Deaths by Recreational Activity.

In 2008 there were 60 recreational drownings, 29 non recreational
drownings and 7 recorded as other activities.

Swimming continues as the single recreational activity with the highest
drowning toll.

Other recreational drownings increased dramatically in 2008, more than
doubling the five year average. This includes the canyoning tragedy where
seven people drowned in April, and includes activities such as crossing

rivers while tramping and hunting.

Powered boat drowning deaths totaled five, three below the five year
drowning average of eight.
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WHO DROWNS IN NEW ZEALAND?

AGE GROUPS
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Figure 3. Drowning Deaths by Age Group.

Drownings in the 45 — 54 year age group increased by 31% from the five
year average of 16 to 21 deaths in 2008.

There were 11 drownings of 35 — 44 year olds, 42% below the five year
average of 19.

15 — 24 year olds continue to be highly represented.

Drowning of small children under five remains high at seven. These are
avoidable with adequate supervision and pool fencing.

ETHNICITY
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Figure 4. Drowning Deaths by Ethnicity.
New Zealand Europeans accounted for 55% of the drowning toll.

Pacific Peoples are overrepresented in drownings. They constitute 7% of
the population® but account for 9% of drowning deaths.

In 2008, 18 Maori drowned. This is 28% less than the five year average
of 25. Maori continue to be overrepresented in drowning statistics.

In 2008 19% of total drownings were Maori. Maori constitute 15% of
the population.

*2006 New Zealand Census






