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	Date of Request
	     

	
	

	Name
	     

	
	

	Organisation
	     

	
	

	Telephone
	     
	Facsimile
	     

	
	

	Email
	     

	
	

	Analysis Required By
	     

	
	

	Purpose

(What will the information provided be used for?)
	     

	
	

	Query Request Brief
	     

	
	

	Time Frame of Data
	     

	
	

	Region 

(All of New Zealand or specify a region eg. Waikato)
	     

	
	

	Activity 

(All activities or specify an activity eg. Fishing)
	     

	
	

	Site

(All sites or specify a site eg. Rivers)
	     

	
	

	Other Variables

(Eg. Age Group, Gender, Ethnicity)
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Purpose 
This document provides an overview of the current data access policy for DrownBase™.  

Introduction/Background

DrownBase™ was developed in 1994 and contains records of all drownings since 1 January 1980 that have occurred in New Zealand.  It is the only integrated drowning database in the world, it is unique for its collection and collation methods. The database records death by drowning.
Water Safety New Zealand (WSNZ) must ensure that the Privacy Act (1993) and Health Information Privacy Code (1994) are adhered to when considering data requests.

Data Access

All requests for data held by WSNZ are approved by the Manager Planning and Research.  No data that is currently under interpretation, in breach of the Privacy Act or that could be misinterpreted, will be released.

Any special research requests should be made in writing to the Manager Planning and Research explicitly stating the purpose, audience, how the information is to be presented and the benefits of doing so.
DrownBase™ data held by WSNZ is available to a number of agencies through application to the Information Analyst. The method by which data can be obtained is outlined below.

Groups or organisations can access summarised data through publications, WSNZ website and via the Information Analyst.  All statistical requests must be made on the DrownBase™ Statistical Request Form.

Adhoc Information Requests

The Information Analyst responds to adhoc requests for statistical information, which are then approved by the Manager Planning and Research. Data typically comes from published or previously produced material (Fact Sheets) and is provided in a summarised form where available.  Requests are responded to within twenty (20) working days from the receipt of a DrownBase™ Statistical Request Form unless otherwise notified.
Media Requests

The Information Analyst responds to media requests, which are approved by the Planning and Research Manager. These requests are then passed on to the General Manager who provides comment. In the case of the General Manager being unavailable for comment,(eg. Overseas), the Executive Director will provide comment for media. The General Manager and Executive Director are the only authorised employees of WSNZ to provide comment to media.
Publications

WSNZ produces regular publications and resources (at no cost) containing statistical data.  Resources can be ordered by emailing wsnz@watersafety.org.nz or telephoning 04 801 9600.  Resources can also be ordered via the online form at www.watersafety.org.nz.
WSNZ Website

Selected data is also available on the WSNZ website.  This information is updated regularly and represents only a minor analysis of DrownBase™ statistics.

Conclusion

WSNZ’s goal is to make timely and accurate information readily available throughout the water safety sector.  This document outlines the policies followed by the Information Analyst when responding to data requests.  WSNZ will continue to consult with the sector from time to time to ensure our access policies are meeting their requirements.  If you have any queries regarding access to data please contact the Manager Planning and Research on (04) 801 9600.

Updated February 2011
	Water Safety New Zealand, PO Box 10-126, WELLINGTON

	Phone  04 - 801-9600
	Fax  04 - 801-9599
	wsnz@watersafety.org.nz
	www.watersafety.org.nz


Water Safety New Zealand (WSNZ) gives no warranty as to the correctness of the information or the data provided as it is supplied to WSNZ by third parties not under its control.  While WSNZ is satisfied as to its accuracy for the purposes for which it is supplied to it, WSNZ shall not be liable for any loss or damage arising directly or indirectly from the use of any data supplied.  All reported statistics are provisional.  
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